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- OBTAINING DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 


FROM PAGE 197.] 
But, you may say, does that not open the road, as it were, and give 
excuse unto sinners, that they may offend with impunity, because men 
against whom they offend have been required to forgive them? Leading 
up to that which the Lord said unto Peter, in answer to his question, was 
another piece of doctrine that Jesus had laid down. - said unto His 
disciples : 


If thy brother shall trespass agains and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone; if he — — thee, thou hast gained thy 


brother. 

What meant He by that? If a man’s heart be filled with bitterness 
towards his brother, and the brother go unto him and take steps towards 
a perfect reconciliation, and strive to make good any injury that he has 
done and any wrong that he has committed, and in place of bitterness 
implants within the heart of that man the feelings of love and of com- 
panionship and brotherhood ; if he rescues him from that ungodly con- 
dition of hate to that divine state of forgiveness and of love, has not the 
one who brings about that change some claim to the title of being a tem- 
porary savior? Has he not won that brother from the path of error to 
the path of rectitude? Has he not brought him back again into the fold 
of companionship and love? Therefore, said the Savior, “ go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother.” And I believe that meant, “and unto thee shall be 
given all the credit for that reformation, for the change, and for that 
manifestation of the spirit of love within the heart of thy brother.” | 

But Christ knew very well that some _— * not listen unto these 


80 He says: | 
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But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 


If he will not hear thee, in all probability he will afterwards pervert 
thy words. If he is filled with the spirit of hate, which is the spirit of the 
devil, he will not speak of thee with love. Therefore pake witnesses with 
thee, and all strive with him. 


And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church ; but if he 
1 to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 1 man and a 


Here we find a certain course of procedure laid déwn, arb off by 


stages, rising one above another like appellate courts. If the offender 


will not hear thee alone, take others with thee. If he will not hear them, 
then take it to the proper tribunals and let it be investigated. And if he 
will not yield to the authorities of my Church and be not moved, then, as 
far as thy brother in the Church is concerned, he shall be unto thee like a 
heathen man and a publican. 

Now, Peter had been listening upon that. Some other verses on a 
subject slightly foreign are then interposed. I can still imagine the 
fisherman Apostle pondering over in his mind all that the Savior had said, 
and then arousing from that state of thought to address a question to his 
Master, referring to the subject that had been under discussion, a short 


time before. “ But, Lord, how often shall I forgive my brother?’ Perhaps 


Peter bad in mind somebody that had been offending himself, and he 
knew that as often as he forgave him, so often would that man offend. 


Then came the answer: “Forgive without limit. Let thy forgiveness be 


without stint; let it be infinite. Extend forgiveness unto thy brother 
whenever he is deserving of it; for as you forgive him so will your Father 
in heaven forgive you.” 

And we might go further and quote other words. When the Master 
was teaching His people how to pray, among other things He said: 
“Pray in this wise: Forgive us our trespasses.” But the prayer did not 
end there. Think of the subsequent provision: “Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against us.” He did not teach 
His people to pray for forgiveness except upon that condition. Do not 
pray to the Master, the God of heaven, to forgive you for your trespasses 
if you will not forgive those who have trespassed against you. Thus did 
He seek to make it clear unto them by means of a parable—a story of 
earthly things with a heavenly meaning attached. Often did He teach 
them in parables. There was a certain king, He said, who wished to take 
account of his servants, and he called one to him that owed him ten 
thousand talents. That is a very large sum. We are told that a talent 
corresponded, although there are varying opinions as to its exact value, to 
about seven hundred and fifty ounces of silver. And this amount, there- 
fore, would certainly have been many millions of dollars. But I believe 
the Savior desired simply to indicate by that a tremendous sum. What,“ 
say you, was it possible for a inan in that day to owe unto his king so 
large an amount?’ I have yet to find the first instance of the Savior 
giving an illustration that was not in every way appropriate. Yes, in 
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that day there prevailed this custom: The king of a country had a right 
to give unto certain men whoin he chose to appoint the privilege of 
farming the taxes in particular regions, on the consideration that those 
persons should pay a certain amount into the royal treasury ; and after 
the man. had been so appointed, then he would seek to levy taxes upon 
the inhabitants of the district and to collect from them, paying the stipu- 
lated amount unto the king, and taking all that came in. And here was 
one who was behind in his accounts. He owed his master ten thousand 
talents. And, learning of the fact, the king became angry ; and finding 
also that the man had not the money to pay, he ordered, in accordance 
with the law of that day, that the debtor should be sold. We learn that 
it was the prevailing custom, that if a man fell into debt and had no 
means to extricate himself; if he had no houses to sell, no cattle and 
animals to dispose of, no land to put up at market, no stores of silks and 
satins, and ornaments, and precious stones to use in paying that debt, 
they would come even closer to him and take himself. If he had nothing 
in the world but his own body, that body had to be taken and to be sold 
into slavery, the amount that was realized going to pay the debt. And if 
he would not bring enough in the slave market of that day, then his wife 
would be sold, and his children would be sold into slavery also, and his 
whole household would be put up at auction, as it were, with the inmates 
thereof, that the debt might be properly satisfied. And in this the king 
ordered no improper thing. Nay, you do not see a single intimation that 
the man himself thought the penalty was unjust. He did not argue with 
the king that that was a very hard sentence. He knew the law. He had 
contracted the debt and he could not pay it. Therefore he must be made 
a slave in order that the debt may be in some way satisfied, and the ends 
of justice reached. So he commenced to supplicate the king. He was 
humble and sued at the feet of the king and said, “ Lord, have patience 
with me and I will pay thee all.” And the king’s heart was filled with 
love for that man, that he was willing, apparently, to do what he could 
towards songs paying the debt ; and the king forgave him the whole 
amount.. 

But this. man had others owing him, and going out from his master’s 
presence he:met one of his own fellow servants that owed him a hundred 
pence. How much is that? Well, according to the most liberal allow- 
ance given to the ancient coins, a penny would correspond to about 
fifteen cents of our money. Here came a man owing that small amount 
—we will say fifteen dollars. He had just been forgiven the sum of 
millions, and finding that man in his way, he commenced to dun him for 
the money. The man protesting that he could not pay, he seized him, as 
he had the right to do, the law permitting the creditor to take the debtor 
and cast him into prison. But said the servant, “ Have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all.“ The very words being so like those that he had 
uttered unto his king but a short time before, should have awakened 
within his heart a remembrance of the mercy that had been extended 
unto him. But this had no effect. He cast the man into prison until he 
should pay the debt. But the king heard of it. The king realized that 
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those were not works meet for repentance ; that mercy could not be ex- 
tended to such a man, unless the ends of justice were frustrated and 
trampled under foot. Mercy to the man that deserves it. Mercy to the 
man that is merciful. Mercy to the man that knows how to appreciate 
mercy. Did you ever know the Master to cast pearls before swine? Did 
you ever know Him to extend a favor to the man that would not appre- 
ciate it? Did you ever know Him to give the gift of repentance to a man 
who did not show himself in some way worthy to receive that gift? 
Mercy to the man that did not know what mercy was? Tenderness to the 
creature that had no tender feeling within his heart? Love for the being 
that looked upon it as a thing that was light and worthless? No mercy 
for such a one. And his lord then pronounced the full sentence upon him. 
Mercy cannot be given. Justice demands that he shall be made an ex- 
ample of. He will not forgive his fellow, and “So likewise,” says the 
Master, “shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from aed 
hearts forgive not every one his brother his trespasses.” 

And I find that in every dispensation since that time the Lord has re- 
enacted, as it were, that great law. He has taught that forgiveness should 
be unlimited ; that it is a duty that men owe unto others to forgive them ; 
for they will not become like unto God if they have not room within their 
hearts for unbounded forgivness. And then to encourage us, He points 
out that if we do not forgive others, we will not be forgiven ; and if we do 
forgive others, so shall we be forgiven. 

What says the Lord in this day and age of the world? The eae 3 
Saints are peculiar in that they have certain works which they regard ‘as 
authentic, in addition to the Bible. The Bible is to them the first standard 
work of the Church. It is to them the law. It is given unto them with 
the voice of the Divine Being Himself. The statutes that are there laid 
down, the laws that are there prescribed, they regard as binding in every 
way. But they have some other works also; and our enemies are apt to 

judge us and say that we make other works supercede the Bible ; that we 
take other books and put them ahead of the Bible. I have thought that 
it would at least be consistent for such objectors to make an attempt to 
show one instance in which the doctrines of these other works contradict 
the doctrines of the Bible. They are in strict harmony. For instance, I 
turn to a passage in a revelation given unto the Church in this day, when 
the Lord spoke again with just as unmistakable a voice as He spoke unto 
Peter and Peter's fellow disciples in the days gone by. What said He unto 
the people in this day? You will find it in the sixty-fourth section of the 
Doctrine and Covenants, which is a revelation given through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, at Kirtland, September 11, 1831. And what do we under- 
stand by a revelation? We understand it to be indeed the words of rom 
given unto His people. And the Lord said there : 


Wherefore I say unto you, that ye ought to forgive one another, for he 


that forgiveth not his brother his tres standeth condemned befo: 
the Lord, for there remaineth in him the greater sin. “ “4 
I, the „will forgive whom I will n but of ae it is — to 


forgive all men. 
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Can we mistake those words? Do we need one versed in the languages 
that are dead and the sciences of man-made theology to explain those 
things? The Lord is too good a teacher to speak in a way that cannot be 
comprehended by His class. His words are not characterized by terms 
that are difficult to understand. He delighted Himself to point out the 
simplicity of His doctrine. Why, said He, men do not need to study in 
schools and in colleges to understand my doctrine. Even a wayfaring 
man—a tramp that goes from town to town—though he be a fool, need not 
err therein. And tis such a lesson, given in such a way, that is here laid 
down. For he that forgiveth not his brother . . . there remaineth 
in him the greater sin.” I, the Lord,” said He, “will forgive whom I 
will forgive,” because, He might have said, I know how to administer — 
the laws of justice; but you do not. You may make a mistake; and if 
you err at all, let it be on the side of mercy. If you undertake to judge as 
to whom you shall forgive, and whom you shall not forgive, you may per- 
haps withhold forgiveness from one who is deserving. Do not make such 
a mistake as that. Do not leave a debt of that kind unpaid; for when the 
day of great reckoning comes, and you stand face to face with all with 
whom you have had dealing upon earth, and that, too, in the presence of 
an unerring judge, let not oné stand up and say, ‘I desired forgiveness of 
thee, and thou didst withhold it from me.’ Therefore, inasmuch as you 
might make a mistake in this way, inasmuch as you may be too harsh, for- 
give every man. Let not your heart be filled with bitterness towards 

What! shall we lay ourselves liable to attacks from unprincipled men 
who prey upon our spirit of forgiveness? Shall we seek not to guard our- 
selves against robbers and thieves that may break in and steal from us! 
Oh, no. Take all these necessary precautions, but not have bitterness in 
your heart. Remember that Christ, who is our Great Teacher by example 
as by precept, suffered more than any one among you has ever had to 
suffer. While in His dying moments upon the cross of suffering, passing 
through the agonies of one of the most painful of deaths that has ever 
been devised by man, what did He say? “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” Let us be careful, every one of us, in —_— 
when nnn ceases to be a virtue. 

[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


ANOTHER UTAH MEMORIAL. 


Owrne to the arbitrary action of Governor Thomas in vetoing a number 
of important enactments by the Legislative Assembly of Utah, the legis- 
lators, shortly before adjournment on March 13, adopted the following 


memorial to Congress: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in 
Congress assembled: 

We, your memoralists, the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Utah. moat res ee re 2 we have — presented to 
vou a wing the condition of the government: in this Terri- 


* 


‘ 
ͤ—— ..!:!ᷓ— — —— ' —ꝛäẽ—b' 7i'—ö—.. öw'öẽä ää. ää . . —— A.ꝶ·ↄ 
«. 
7 


1 
if 


214 _LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


tory, the helplessness of the people’s representatives in the legislature to 
pass needed legislation, and praying wend gee enact into a law the bill for 
the local government of Utah, introduced into the House of Representa- 


tives by Delegate Caine, and in the Senate by Senator Faulkner. 


Now, at the close of this, the thirtieth session of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, we desire again to represent that our experience during the session 
has emphasized the necessity for such legislation, and has again made 
prominent the pernicious and objectionable features of our present system 


of government. | 
e, the representatives of the people of Utah, have earnestly endeavored 


to enact into a law, First: An election law, necessary to the proper con- 


duct of the elections in this Territory, which the governor, as we believe, 
wrongfully disapproved. This we attach, together with the veto, to this 


memorial. We also represent that, in response to a well nigh universal 


sentiment in the city of Salt Lake, and at the request of a committee of 
the city council and of the chamber of commerce of such city, we have 
passed a carefully prepared and well considered bill for the government 
of 1 cities in Utah, which was intended to and will apply only 
to Salt Lake City at the present time. This bill, the governor, as we 
believe wrongfully, has also refused to approve. The bill, with the veto, 
is also herewith communicated. : 

We desire further to represent that, the people of the Territory of Utah 
being desirous to be represented at the World's Columbian Exposition, to be 
held at the 2 of Chicago in 1893, we have passed an act appropriating 
$50,000 for making a suitable representation of the wealth and resources 
of the Territory at that exposition. We have in that bill provided the 
names of representatives, honorable, permanent residents of the Territory 
of Utah, who shall constitute a commission to expend this money ; the 
names selected being representatives of all political, social and commercial 
classes in the Territory. This bill the governor has vetoed. We attach it, 
with his veto, to this memorial. The real reason for the veto is not at 
first apparent upon the face of it. He claims that it is in violation of the 
organic act of the Territory. The reason which he actually gives, and 
which does exist, is that he desires to name the board of commissioners 
who shall expend this money. | 

During the present session of the legislature, the governor has vetoed 
—— bills, out of a total of——passed. These bills were all carefully con- 
sidered by the legislature, and passed to meet what were believed to be 
evils and wants existing in the present system of our enen. It 
would too much prolong this memorial and accompanying documents to 
attach all these bills and vetoes to it. 

In this connection we desire to call attention to the fact that for many 
years past the Territory of Utah has had a defective lien law. The 
present legislature passed a law to relieve mechanics, laborers and material 


men, miners and contractors, from the evil effects of that law. The legis- 


lature, during its present session, passed a law which fully met all the 
evils that have been suffered in the past and which protected fully such 
— from loss. This bill, too, met with the disapproval of his ex- 
cellency. 
We respectfully ask that the Congress of the United States approve 
and enact for us into a law, the bill which has been passed and which is 
attached, making an ry! le riation for the benefit of the World's Colum- 
bian Exposition. We do this for the reason that there will be no other 
session of the legislature that can make such appropriation ; and we have 
no power, even by a unanimous vote, to make such appropriation over the 
absolute veto of the governor, and this Territory must suffer for want of 
representation at that exposition, unless Congress will grant this relief. 
e also respectfully ask the Congress of the United States to approve 
the registration and election law which has passed the legislature, pur- 
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auant to the act of which, according to our belief, fully meets the 
spirit and intention of the law of Congress which created the Utah Com- 
mission, and which, if approved by your honorable , will dispense 
with the services of said commission, and thereby relieve Congress from a 
large annual expense in the conduct of local elections in the Territory. 
In our judgment, this bill should be speedil 9 for the reason 
that the general election will occur on the first Tuesday after the first 
Ve again renew our uest to gress to relieve us o e presen 
situation of affairs in this. Territory, and to give to the people here the 


privilege of governing their own rs in their own way and at their own 
expense, by officers of their own selection. : 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A boiler explosion at a firebrick factory in St. Louis, U. S. A., on March 21, killed six 
men and wounded a number of others. 

By the explosion of a barrel of benzine at Amsterdam, on March 23, five persons were 
killed and twenty injured, seven seriously. 3 
_ Thirteen persons were killed and thirty-one injured by the wrecking of an express train 
at Sonsonate, San Salvador, Central America, on March 24. 

A strike of conductors and brakemen on the Canadian Pacific Railway stopped traffic 
on March 22. The services of the police were necessary to maintain order. 

Owing to severe drouth in parts of Australia, the sheep are dying by thousands. Un- 
less there is a rainfall soon the effects of the prolonged dry season will be most disastrous. 
A boiler explosion occurred in a lumber mill in Michigan, U. S. A., on March 21, six 
persons being. blown to atoms, four others fatally injured and twenty more or less seri- 
ously hurt. | 

An idea of the force of the new Austrian smokeless powder is given by a tragic incident 
which occurred at the Vienna arsenal on March 19. An artilleryman committed suicide 
by placing a Wernal rifle to his breast and firing. The bullet pierced his body, passed 
through the head of a soldier standing some distance away, killing him, and then lodged 
in the arm of a third person, splintering the bone and inflicting a serious wound. 
2A fire broke out in a dwelling at Springfield, Minnesota, U. S. A., on March 21, before 
the occupants had awakened. Some passers by broke in and rescued a fourteen-year old 
boy, who, on learning that his father had not been taken out, rushed into the flames and 
succeeded in dragging his parent, unconscious and badly scorched, out of the building. 
He made an attempt to enter and save his brothers and sisters, but was prevented by the 
flames. Five children who were in the house perished. | 
A German spy service in balloons has been instituted on the Russian frontier. On 
March 23, a balloon appeared above the fortress of Koons; the Russians fired at it, but 
without effect, and it retired in safety. .A few days before this, a German balloon 
advanced as far as Dombrowa, and then retraced its course against the wind, showing 
that the German military officers have obtained a steering apparatus by which balloons 
can be navigated in a direction opposite to the air currents. , 

Two sharks, one twelve and the other six feet long, got into a ladies’ bath at 
recently, while some ladies and children were bathing. They made a dash for two of the 
children, and it was only after a most exciting battle that Mrs. Macmeikan succeeded in 
rescuing the children. Assistance was called and the smaller shark taken, but the larger 
one made its escape into the open sea through some broken pickets across the entrance to 
the bath, where the intruders had found a way in. One man harpooned the large shark, 
but it went off with such a jerk as to throw the man into the water and disengage the 
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MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1802 


AN OBLIGATION OF PARENTS. 


Spzaxine of Abraham and the blessing he in the promise that'd ‘in 
him should all the nations of the earth be blessed, the Lord said, For I 
know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment.” 
Through his integrity to the commands of the Almighty, Abraham secured 
the proud distinction of Father of the Faithful. God had said to him, 
“Walk before me, and be thou perfect; and he sincerely endeavored to 
obey the divine behest. He not only sought to personally conform to 
Gospel laws and ordinances, but comprehended his duty to the extent 
that he commanded his children and his household to keep the way of the 
Lord, and so far as he was able to lead them therein did so. 

In speaking to the Jews, the Savior said, “If ye were the children of 
Abraham, ye would do the works of Abraham.” They were lineal descen- 
dants according to the flesh, but that was not enough to entitle them to 
heirship to the blessings, spiritual and temporal, that were conferred upon 
Abraham. The Lord proved them with a deeper test, which reached to 
the fact as to whether or not they had by a departure from the Patriarch’s 
example of obedience to God forfeited their birthright. This was the true 
test, for it judged each individual on his merits. - | 

In turning the Gospel to the Gentiles, the Lord applied the same rule to 
them. If they would do the works of Abraham, they could become heirs 
to the promise made to him. Those who hear the Gospel in this dispen- 
sation are in the same situation. If they obey the Gospel they are num- 
bered with the seed of the Father of the Faithful. It is not enough for 
them to run well for a season, and then fall away. The Patriarch sets no 
such example ; his work was not partially done ; he aimed at faithfulness 
in all the laws of God, and maintained to the ‘end his efforts to accom- 
plish it. 

One feature of the works of Abraham specially commended by the 
Almighty was that he commanded those under his contro] in the way of 


the Lord: and all who have a standing among the Saints will do well to 


bear this in mind, for it conveys a lesson of importance, particularly to 
parents. God has placed a special obligation upon them to teach their 
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children to understand the dootrine of repentance, faith in Christ, and of 
baptiam and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands 
when eight years old. The children are to be instructed to trust in the 
Lord Jesus for their salvation; to forsake and avoid evil, and to under- 
stand that at the age of eight years they are entitled to and * ro- 
ceive the ordinances which give them membership in the Church. 

This part of the education of children is a responsibility that e 
escaped by parents. The Elders of Israel are sent forth to the nations of 
the earth to preach the everlasting Gospel -the only means of salvation 
in the kingdom of God and are admonished to search diligently and spare 
not, that their garments may be clean of the blood of this generation. 
The Saints are commanded to every one warn his neighbor,” that no sin 
of omission may be laid at their door. This being the law of God with re- 
spect to the world, how can parents justify themselves for a failure to 
train their own flesh and blood in “the fear and admonition of the Lord ;” 
for neglecting to instruct their own children, over whom they have the en- 
tire control, in the principles that are essential to salvation? The Lord 
has declared that when the parental duty in this regard is not performed, 
the sin is upon the head of the parents.” If through an omission to 
bring the first principles of the Gospel to the attention of their children, 
parents are the cause of their offspring taking the downward nem what 
judgment must be passed upon them by a just Judge; 

The Lord has also commanded the Saints that their childede shall be 
baptised for the remission of their sins when eight years old, and receive 
the laying on of the hands.” It is as necessary for a child who has reached 
the age of eight years to be born of the water and of the Spirit as it/is 
for a person who has attained maturity. If parents do not see that their 
children are properly instructed and that the ordinances are administered, 
when the way is open therefor, they become the means of keeping their 
offspring outside of the Church ; they are barriers to the progress of the 
children in the path of life eternal, and are standing in the way of their 
admission to the kingdom of heaven, instead of doing their duty by 2 

It may be said that some eee eee their children till they 
grow old enough to judge for themselves of the truth and power of the 
Gospel. Doubtless there are some people who prefer to disobey rather 
than ‘obey the commandments of the Lord; but the fact of their prefer- 
ence in that particular line does not make the wrong anything but wrong. 
These same people would probably think it a very foolish thing to refrain 
from giving their children the benefit of parental care and experience in 
temporal matters; and so it would be—less unwise only than to neglect to 
give them papers and guidances in things that relate to- their eternal 
welfare. 

The children of e of the Church have the right to receive these 
ordinances. But what right has a person who professes to be a Saint to 
deprive, intentionally or by carelessness, a child of the precious boon of 
divine cleansing from sin, or of the priceless gift that is conferred. by the 
laying: on of the hands at the time of confirmation in the Church? None 
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whatever ; and those who do so are committing a grievous error. Children 
at eight years become accountable before the Lord for their actions ;: they 
are objects of assaults by the adversary, and unless protected are liable to 
be led into temptation. What would we think of persons who deliberately 
left poisonous food within the reach of those who knew nothing of its in- 
jurious nature? They would be regarded.as deserving of severe punish- 
ment for thus endangering life. Then what must be said of those who 
imperil both body and soul of the comparatively helpless ones entrusted 
to their care, by leaving them in the bondage of sin and exposing them 
to the influences of evil, without even an opportunity to obtain that 
spiritual nourishment that is essential to their development? 

It is to be hoped that there are few, if indeed there be any, who are re- 
sponsible, because of their neglect to have the proper ordinances attended 
to at the proper time, for their children not being numbered in the fold of 
Christ. But it is a situation against which every parent should be warned 
by being properly instructed in the Gospel requirements. This principle 
should be impressed upon the Saints by the Elders. Presidents of 
branches and those assisting them should also inquire into such matters 
within their jurisdiction. One duty of a Teacher is to “see that there is 
no iniquity in the Church ;” there is a measure of iniquity where a child 
is sinned against so that by wilful neglect it is excluded from the sacred 
rights associated with membership in the Church. But there are no 
parents who are entitled to fellowship with the Saints who, when they 
realize their obligations to their children in this respect, would wish to do 
otherwise than follow the example of Father Abraham in commanding 
his household to keep the way of the Lord. J. H. A. 


A GLASdOW correspondent has sent a letter to the Star, but as his name 
does not accompany it we can give it no place in our pages. Correspond- 
ence on topics suitable to the STak is always welcome, and the writer may 
affix a nom de plume for publication ; but the real name of the author 
must also accompany the communication, or it will not receive attention. 
It would be an unwise policy for public journals to vary from the rule of 
refusing to deal with correspondents whose identity is ewe to 2 
at least to the extent of the name and address. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT. —Elder a Smith is released ftom. his 
labors as Traveling Elder in the London Conference, and is appointed to | 
labor as Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder E. M. Dugdale is honorably released from his labors as Traveling : 
Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home. 

Elder J oseph S. Douglas is honorably released from his labors as Travel- 


ing Elder in the Scottish Conference, to return home. 


Elder Charles T. Black is honorably released from his labors as Seavel- 
ing Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home. 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE Norice.—The Liverpool Conference will be 


held on Sunday, April 24, 1892, at No. 10 Central Buildings, Lancaster 
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Road, opposite the market place, Preston. ee ‘commence at 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Norwich Conference, held in the chapel, Chapel Street, 
Lowestoft, Sunday, March 20,1892. There were present: Apostle Brigham 
Young, President of the European Mission; Elders P. Coleman and J. 
Smith, of the London Conference; Elders Wm. G. Rackham, President of, 
and Moroni England, W. W. Crane, J. J. Ward, F. H. Ottley, Job Measom, 

Charles W. Watts, John Wyatt, F. M. Castleton, Joseph Campbell, C. F. 
Harris, John Middleton, and Hyrem A. White, Traveling Elders in the 
Norwich Conference. 

10:30 a. in. Singing. Prayer by Eider W. W. Crane. Singing. 

President Rackham made a few opening remarks. He hoped that all 
would enjoy the Spirit of God, and be built up in our most holy faith and 
have a time of rejoicing together. 

Elder John J. Ward bore testimony that the Gea was true. Its first 
principle was faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The speaker pointed out the 
effects of the works of faith, and showed that under the Gospel law no 
person can be saved unless they comply with the Savior’s commands. 

Elder C. W. Watts spoke upon baptism, showing there is only one mode, 
that being the one which our Savior taught. Men say that belief alone is 
sufficient ; but the Scriptures teach that faith in the Lord is manifest by 
works, and has not life or saving power without them. 

President B. Young said the Elders came here to teach the plan of salva- 
tion, which has been restored in these days. They did not teach a new re- 
ligion, but the restoration of the Gospel which was upon the earth in the 
days of our Lord Jesus Christ. He referred to the Book of Mormon, showing 
that it was a history of the ancient inhabitants of the American continent. 
Both it and the Bible teach the everlasting Gospel that has been revealed 
anew in this dispensation. The speaker also pointed out that the works 
of faith were necessary for salvation, The Gospel is to prepare a people 
for the coming of the Lord; and His servants are sent out to preach that 
Gospel, and to warn mankind of the judgments that are to be poured out 
before the coming of our Savior. 
Elder F. M. Castleton spoke upon the culties of John the Baptist, in 
_ preaching the Gospel of repentance. The same Gospel of the kingdom is 
preached to-day by the Elders of Israel. | 

Elder F. H. Ottley spoke of the time when revelation ceased to be given 
to men, because of their a and of the renewal of that gift from 
God in this age. 

President Wm. G. Rackham nied the statistical report, showing 102 
officers and members. Since last conference there had been 207 meetings 
held, 70 books sold, 123 loaned, 21,500 tracts distributed, 9 baptisms, and 
6 children blessed... 
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2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder John Wyatt. Singing. Sacra- 
ment was administered by Elders Measom and Castleton. 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the — 
wich Conference were unanimously sustained. 

President B. Young spoke upon the Sacrament and the language of the 
ordinance, which was given to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation. 
He exhorted the Saints to live pure lives, so that they may partake of the 
Sacrament worthily ; then blessings will follow. But if it is partaken of 
unworthily, the Spirit of God will be grieved and will be withdrawn. In 
concluding, he urged all to live for the Spirit of God, and be careful rane 
they use those things given to them by Him. : | 

Elder Moroni England said there is only one plan of sal 1 and it is 
necessary to yield obedience to it to obtain an inheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven. This plan is the everlasting Gospel. | 

Elder John Wyatt said that if we would get salvation we must comply 
with the commands of the Lord and walk in that a and narrow 

path which He walked in, continuing to the end. | 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Joseph Campbell. 

6:30 p.m. Prayer by Elder J. Smith. Singing. | 

Elder P. Coleman spoke upon the necessity of obeying the Gospel that 
was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith, which is the same as was 
taught by Christ. He referred to the time when Noah was upon the 
earth. The people would not listen to him. It is the same to-day. They 
will not give heed to the teaching of the servants of God, and will not 
escape the judgments. “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in 
the days of the coming of the Son of Man.” 

Elder W. W. Crane said he came here to do the will of God. It we ex- 
pect to win the prize of eternal life, we must do our duty, pennies | 
faithful to the end. | | 

Elder Job Measom said the Gospel taught by the Latter-day Sainte is 
an unpopular religion, just as unpopular as when Christ taught it among 
men. He entreated all to investigate its truths and learn for themselves. 

President Wm. G. Rackham said it was necessary to enjoy the Spirit oft 
God. in order to understand the things of God. Man cannot fully under- 
stand the plan of salvation unless he has that Spirit, which can only be 
obtained by complying with the principles of the Gospel. These are, 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; repentance ; obtaining divine forgiveness 
for sin, which can be done by going down into the water with a servant 
of God and being buried with Christ by baptism ; the Holy Ghost, which 
is given by the laying on of hands. Elder Rackham also spoke upon the 
apostasy, the restoration of the Gospel, and the officers whith were placed 
in the Church. 

President Young said that if there ever was a man 
revelation it was the present, when there is so much conflict in religious 
matters. For this last 1700 years the world has not lived up to the Bible, 
which contains the Gospel of Christ. The speaker then referred to salva- 
tion for the dead. Those spirits that were disobedient in the days of Noah 


had the privilege of hearing the Gospel in prison. All spirits in a similar 
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condition will be preached to as they were. The mission of the Latter- 
day Saints will not be complete until this great work has been accom- 
plished. He advised them all to read the Book of Mormon; if they 
did so with a sincere desire for truth and a prayerful honed; thoy would 
know whether it is of God. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder ened England. 

_A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday, March 21. The Elders 1 re- 
ported their labors, and President Young gave good instructions ree ad- 
vised the missionaries to be diligent in their labors. 

The conference was well attended by Saints and strangers, and all en- 
joyed themselves. JOSEPH CAMPBELL, Clerk of —— 


REMINISCENCES OF THE PLAINS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 206.] | 
Urow the completion of the first hundred miles of our journey, J ulesburg 
came into view. It was a typical American frontier town, hemmed in 
with piles of rusty tin cans and gunny bags. The principal street was 
lined with grocery and whisky shops, gambling booths and dance-houses. | 
Denizens of such towns are not strangers to the crack of the revolver and 
to scenes that are common only among the rougher elements of civiliza- | 
tion. Every inducement is offered the traveler to W his evil der 
pensities without let or hindrance. “4 
For our protection, we passed e te town and 8 on its 
western edge. It was long after dark ere our corrals were formed and we 
could release our tired animals and give them pasturage in the hills. 
Several travelers’ camps were passed just before we entered Julesburg ; 
these we deemed it our duty to warn that we had been followed by 
Indians from North Platte, who were no doubt in the vicinity and would 
make an effort to steal their animals. They laughed at the idea that the 
red men would venture so close to the town with any such purpose in 
view ; but next morning their opinions were changed, for the Indians had 
visited them during the night, and three hundred mules, worth in the 
aggregate £10,000, were missing. Their tracks showed that they had been 
driven northwest, toward the Rosebud e whence it was useless. to | 
attempt to follow them. 
The hostile attitude of the a this season was the cause of mnie 
United States.troops being out.on the plains. Of course they were sent 
there expressly to protect emigrants from Indian depredations. Like 
many other unsophisticated pilgrims, the inexperienced among us believed 
the soldiers were engaged in performing their duty; but these soon par- 
took, through occurrences that brought conviction to their minds, of the 
general feeling of fearing the troops. more than the red men. The un- 
tutored savage is not a match in wickedness for the educated villain. . We 
camped.in the vicinity of troops when such a course. was unavoidable ; 
otherwise we gave them a wide berth—a policy which was fully justified 
by the results. When we were in their neighborhood it required the 
utmost vigilance on our part to preyent soldiers from creeping: into our 
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camp and forcing their objectionable presence into wagons and tents 
where women were sleeping. One officer remarked that the lowest char- 
acters on earth were to be found among the soldiers on the owned and we 
had no occasion to doubt his statement. 

One night our camp was formed near a military post where a tel 
guard was stationed to protect army supplies stored there. About 11 
o’clock at night two of the soldiers succeeded in passing the guard, and 
were detected in an endeavor to enter a tent. They were unceremoniously 
hustled out of camp and strongly advised to seek their own quarters. 
Being somewhat under the influence of liquor, their recklessness was 
thereby augmented, and when about ten rods distant they turned and fired 
six shots at us. My brother and I were standing at the time between the 
intruders and a covered wagon. The bullets passed quite close to our 
heads, some of them penetrating the wagon, barely missing two ladies 
sleeping therein. My brother raised his revolver to return the fire, but I 
restrained his arm, saying that they could not hit us. The miscreants 
then ran off and rejoined their comrades in their quarters. 

Next morning an officer from the post waited on us and asked what his 
men had done. He received the desired information, accompanied by 
severe comment upon their vicious and murderous attempts. He admitted 
that the two soldiers were very bad, and that in some trouble the week 
previous they had killed an emigrant. “But,” he said, I did not blame 
them greatly then, nor do I blame them now as much as I do those who 
supplied them with liquor.” This was a new suggestion to me, and we at 
once set to work to ascertain whether any of our camp were culpable. 
We found one. He was a Dutch renegade who had joined our company 
to travel, and was boarding with a family of emigrants from Holland. 
He had engaged the two soldiers to steal corn out of the government stores 
at the post, for which he gave them some whisky which he had in his posses- 
sion. When these facts came out, the Dutchman pleaded in extenuation of 
his act that such things were customary at government posts. We did not 
propose to have any connection with such a custom, and as we had no 
inclination to injure the fellow, we gave him fifteen minutes in which to 
relieve the camp of his detestable presence. He began to demur, but our 
arguments were too forcible to be resisted, and in a few minutes we had 
our last glimpse of him moving in an opposite direction to that i in ‘which 
we were traveling. 

We next passed over an undulating country where grass and water were 
abundant, but the entire absence of timber or fuel of any description was a 
great inconvenience. The earlier emigrants had found a plentiful supply 
of “ buffalo chips,’ which made good fuel. But this had disappeared, for 
the reckless slaughter which had been carried on among the buffalo for 
their pelts and tongues had stripped the plains of the vast herds which 
formerly roamed over them; and of game only antelope and smaller 
animals could be found here by the hunter. While in this section a 
lamentable accident occurred. A bullet, fired from a revolver at a passing 
hare, glanced and struck a worthy young Danishman in our camp. The 


‘ball entered his forehead, penetrating the brain. A surgeon was brought 
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from Fort Laramie, but his services were of no avail; the unfortunate 
young man died, and his body was consigned to a grave on the plains. 
Upon one occasion we camped near a regiment of United States cavalry, 
and, as usual, strengthened the guard. It was reported next morning that 
during a great portion of the night men had been prowling around ; these 
were some of those graceless scamps who bore the proud title of “ boys in 
blue,” from the army uniform they wore, but who were a disgrace to the 
service and to those true men who were conscientiously doing duty on the 
plains endeavoring to protect the emigrants. Our camp upon this occa- 
sion was near a deep ravine, which afforded cover for the easy approach 
of an enemy. In my rounds to see that all was well, I discovered that at 
this point the guard was not moving on his beat as he should have been. 
I was not long in ascertaining his whereabouts. He was an ingenious 
fellow, and an old soldier. There he stood, upright and still, holding his 
musket at “carry arms.” He had wedged himself between the bed of a 
wagon and the rear wheel, and was sound asleep, snoring like a Pig. 
[To BE CONTINUED. | 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

On March 24 a company of missionaries left Salt Lake City for the Samoan Islands. 

The Amerionn Fork Independent suspended publication on March 11, the cause being 
lack of financial support. 

The thirtieth legislative assembly of the Territory of Utah closed its sixty days’ session 
on March 13, and adjourned. - 

The finest meeting house in Provo is to be erected this season by the members of the 
Third Ward, on Tenth Street. 

An injunction has been issued restraining the municipal officers of Brigham City from 
borrowing $27,000 to put in a system of waterworks. 

C. W. Terry, a miner, was dragged to death at Deep Creek on March 7. He had been 
drinking liquor, and fell out over the front of the wagon in which he was riding. 

Albert Mortensen, a seventeen-year-old:son of N. N. Mortensen, of Ephraim, was 
gored to death by a bull on March 10. The boy was a cripple, and was unable to escape 
from the field when the infuriated bull started towards him. 

Rich gold quarts has been discovered in large quantities in the low mountains five miles 
north of Marysvale, Sevier County. The copper mine near St. George is also being 
worked, 90,000 pounds of the metal having been shipped to Salt Lake City. 

On the evening of April 4, during the general conference, a musical entertainment is to 
be given in the Tabernacie at Salt Lake City, in which the Tabernacle choir will combine 
with the twenty-three ward choirs and all other choral organizations within reach. All will 
be under the direction of Professor Evan Stephens. | 

A sort of railroad war was in progress between Union Pacific and Rio Grande Western 
railway men at Tintic, on March 10 and 11. The Union Pacific had a track into the 
Bullion-Beck mine, and the Rio Grande attempted to extend its switch across. The 
Union Pacific kept a force of men to prevent this, and in the warmth of the contest 
tracks were torn up, an engine derailed, and at one time weapons were drawn. It was 
with difficulty that the deputy marshals prevented a desperate and bloody fight. Finally 
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